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IDENTIFICATION OF GIFTED STUDENTS

The state of Ohio defines a gifted student as one who “performs or shows potential for performing at
remarkably high levels of accomplishment when compared to others of their age, experience, or environment.”

Ohio law identifies students in the following four areas:

Superior Cognitive Identification
The State of Ohio shall identify a child exhibiting “superior cognitive ability” if the child scored 128 or above on
an ability test or a standardized test of intelligence within the last 24 months.

Specific Academic Identification
The State of Ohio shall identify a child exhibiting “specific academic ability” if the child performs at or above the
95th percentile on a nationally-normed achievement test within the last 24 months.

Creative Thinking Ability
The State of Ohio shall identify a child exhibiting “creative thinking ability” if the child scored a 112 on an ability
or intelligence test and a sufficient score on an Ohio Department of Education approved checklist.

Visual and Performing Arts
The State of Ohio shall identify a child exhibiting “visual or performing arts ability” by demonstrating through a
display of work, an audition, or performance with superior ability and a sufficient score on an Ohio Department
of Education approved checklist.

Identification Process

Students will be given two opportunities to be identified throughout a school year (a whole grade screener
counts as one). First, any student may be referred by a teacher, administrator, gifted intervention specialist,
guidance counselor, school psychologist, student, or parent/legal guardian for identification.  Parent referral
forms are available on our school website or here for academics and here for visual and performing arts.
Results will be mailed home/e-mailed to families.

Screening

All students in grades 2 and 6 will be screened using nationally normed cognitive abilities and achievement
tests given during the regular school day by their classroom teachers.  Students in 4th grade will be screened
using only a nationally normed cognitive abilities assessment.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14o1Wn152Z1ELj2jZhRpwwIj2BBcPG_ihgsXsQlsHT0w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EVs2a8qF7dcSAXdCHtNLsIKQ8j471fACDqjDTDqNPMs/edit
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Nordonia Gifted Services Grades 3-8

Reading
Grades 3-8
Identified gifted students who meet the district criteria will receive differentiated instruction from
classroom teachers receiving ongoing professional development focused on the nature and needs of
gifted students and curriculum differentiation.

Math
Grades 3-4
Identified gifted students who meet the district criteria will be placed in an accelerated course and
receive instruction from the teacher receiving ongoing professional development focused on the
nature and needs of gifted students and curriculum differentiation.

Grades 5-6
Math ID only: In grades 5 - 6, identified gifted students who meet district criteria would receive
services in math from the regular classroom teacher receiving ongoing professional development
focused on the nature and needs of gifted students and curriculum differentiation.

Math ID and Superior Cog ID: Identified gifted students who meet the district criteria will be placed
in an accelerated course and receive instruction from the teacher receiving ongoing professional
development focused on the nature and needs of gifted students and curriculum differentiation.

Grades 7 and 8
Students in grades 7-8 identified gifted who meet the district criteria for math would be placed in an
accelerated course with a teacher receiving ongoing professional development focused on the nature
and needs of gifted students and curriculum differentiation.

High School Services
Grades 9 through 12
Students in grades 9-12 receive services through Advanced Placement (AP) courses or College
Credit Plus (CCP) options. In addition, teachers continue receiving ongoing professional development
focused on the nature and needs of gifted students and curriculum differentiation.
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Nordonia Hills Gifted Education Staff

Alice Bender, Gifted Intervention Specialist &
Gifted Lead Teacher
Rushwood & Northfield Elementary
(Grades K-4)
Alice.Bender@nordoniaschools.org

Angela Cottrell, Gifted Teacher
Lee Eaton Elementary
(Grades 5 - 6)
Angela.Cottrell@nordoniaschools.org

Kristina Schroeder, Gifted Teacher
Ledgeview, Northfield & Rushwood Elementary
(Grades K-4)
Kristina.Schroeder@nordoniaschools.org

Laura Collins MS, HS Support
Laura.Collins@nordoniaschools.org

Shawn Jividen, K-12 Support
Shawn.jividen@nordoniaschools.org

Todd Stuart, Director of Curriculum
Todd.Stuart@nordoniaschools.org
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